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Far away in a distant galaxy, there was a 
distant planet where lots of little robots lived and 
waited patiently for messages from planet Earth.

Planet Earth was 
very interesting!
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Every day the 
robots worked 
hard in their 
space craft 
factories and, 
every night, 
they waited 
for messages 
from their 
robot friend, 
Dusty.
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Dusty

Pod

His job is to help Dusty 
learn lots of new things 
about Earth so that he can 
pass on all the information 
to his robot friends at home.

This is Dusty and his 
friend, Pod. Pod knows 
almost everything there is 
to know about the strange 
planet called Earth.
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Dusty

The last time they visited 
Earth they discovered a 
building called a librarylibrarylibrarylibrary. 

Pod Dusty was very 
excited when he saw 
all the different books!

The library was full of books!

SAMPLE SLIDE
www.ks1resources.co.uk

Dusty discovered that some books were storystorystorystory books. 
Pod told him that story books are fictionfictionfictionfiction books.

Dusty

The stories were all about 
imagined characters and 
their adventures.
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Dusty discovered 
that some books 
were poetrypoetrypoetrypoetry books. 
Pod told him that 
poetry books have 
poems in them.

Dusty

I think it is a stroke of luck
That I hatched out a yellow duck.
Yellow coat and yellow shoes,
Just to wander where I choose.
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Dusty was fascinated 
by all the books but 
the ones he liked best 
were the ones that 
had lots of 
informationinformationinformationinformation in them

Dusty

Pod told Dusty that these were 
called nonnonnonnon----fictionfictionfictionfiction books. 

They didn’t tell a story, they 
gave lots of factsfactsfactsfacts instead.

SAMPLE SLIDE

www.ks1resources.co.uk

Dusty

Fiction Books
Books that are made up 
by the author, or are not 

true, are fiction. 

The author uses his or 
her imagination to make 

things up.

Non-fiction Books
Books that are non-fiction
are about real things, real 
people or real events that 

have happened. 

Non-fiction books have lots 
of facts that are true.
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Dusty

Dusty found out that some nonnonnonnon----fictionfictionfictionfiction books were 
called dictionariesdictionariesdictionariesdictionaries but he didn’t know what a 
dictionarydictionarydictionarydictionary was. Do you?SAMPLE SLIDE
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Dusty

Dusty discovered that dictionaries had lists of words that 
were in alphabetical orderalphabetical orderalphabetical orderalphabetical order. dictionaries help people to 
spell but they also explain what words mean.

a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z

Ff
fabric noun fabrics
Fabric is cloth or material 

face noun faces
1. A face is the front 

part of the head.
2. A face is the surface 

of a solid shape.

face
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Dusty

Dusty found out that some nonnonnonnon----fictionfictionfictionfiction books were 
called encyclopaediasencyclopaediasencyclopaediasencyclopaedias but he didn’t know what an 
encyclopaediaencyclopaediaencyclopaediaencyclopaedia was. Do you?SAMPLE SLIDE
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Dusty

Pod told Dusty that an encyclopaediaencyclopaediaencyclopaediaencyclopaedia is a book that 
tells you about lots of different things.

It’s full of all kinds of interesting 
information and facts about 
different topics.
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Dusty

He also told Dusty that the information 
inside an encyclopaedia is arranged in 
the same way as a dictionary – in 
alphabetical orderalphabetical orderalphabetical orderalphabetical order. Then he asked a 
question…….

If you want to find 
out something 

about aeroplanes, 
would you look at 
the pages near the 
front, the middle 
or the end of the 
encyclopaedia?
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Dusty

Pod showed Dusty some more nonnonnonnon----fictionfictionfictionfiction books. 
He said that they were informationinformationinformationinformation books.SAMPLE SLIDE
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Dusty

Can you explain how these books are different to 
each other?SAMPLE SLIDE
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Dusty

Dusty discovered that the front cover of an 
information book is important because the title,title,title,title,
and the illustrationillustrationillustrationillustration on the front, give you a clue 
about what’s inside the book. How are simple 

information books 
different to 

encyclopaedias?
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Dusty

Dusty discovered that information books have a lot 
more information about one particular subject or 
topic. What do you think 

this book is about? 
What sort of 

information do you 
think it gives?
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Dusty

Information books have a titletitletitletitle, a suitable 
illustrationillustrationillustrationillustration and they usually have the name of the name of the name of the name of the 
authorauthorauthorauthor and illustratorillustratorillustratorillustrator on the 
front cover.

What do you think 
this book is about? 

What sort of 
information do you 
think it gives?
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Dusty

Then Pod explained that there is an important page 
at the beginningbeginningbeginningbeginning of an information book. 

Do you know what 
this important page 
is called and why 
it’s included?

CONTENTS

Football               3
Swimming           10
Cricket               17
Tennis                25
Skating              30

Page 
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Dusty

Pod explained that a contents page is organised 
according to the order of the information in the book. 
It tells the reader what page each new section begins on.

Did you notice that 
it’s not in 

alphabetical order?

CONTENTS

Football               3
Swimming           10
Cricket               17
Tennis                25
Skating              30

Page 
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Dusty

Pod explained that there is another useful page 
that comes at the endendendend of an information book.

Do you know what this 
important page is called?

How is it different to a 
contents page?

INDEX

Blackbird              7
Dove                     2
Duck                     8
Goose                   4
Owl                       1
Pigeon                   3
Robin                    5
Sparrow                6
Swan                    10
Thrush                  9

Page 
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Dusty Pod explained that a contents 
page tells the reader what page 
each new section begins on.

CONTENTS

Garden Birds        1

Water Birds        4

Woodland Birds   7

Page 

An index page is organised in alphabetical order 
but a contents page isn’t.

INDEX

Blackbird              7
Dove                     2
Duck                     8
Goose                   4
Owl                       1
Pigeon                   3
Robin                    5
Sparrow                6
Swan                    10
Thrush                  9

Page 
SAMPLE SLIDE
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Dusty

Pod explained that you 
could use the index to go to the page 
where there was information about each 
different bird. He asked Dusty where he 
would find information about ducks.

INDEX

Blackbird              7
Dove                     2
Duck                     8
Goose                   4
Owl                       1
Pigeon                   3
Robin                    5
Sparrow                6
Swan                    10
Thrush                  9

Page 

Dusty wondered why an information book needed an 
index. What could it be used for?

CONTENTS

Garden Birds        1

Water Birds        4

Woodland Birds   7

Page 
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Dusty

INDEX

Actors    95

Aeroplanes  3, 70, 106, 107, 112, 113, 117

Africa  21, 24, 26-27, 57, 74, 89, 108

Air 3, 16, 17, 54, 100, 106

Air conditioning 118

Alligators 46

Alphabet 80

Amazon jungle 74

Amazon River 21

America 80, 93

Amphibians 36, 37, 45                                     

Dusty found an 
index at the back of 
an encyclopaedia.

What do you think 
he noticed?

Why were there so many 
numbers after some of the 
words?
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Dusty

Dusty really enjoyed his visit to the library. He’d 
found out lots of interesting things about the books 
on the shelves. Can you remember some of the 
things he’d discovered?
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