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Dusty

Now that Dusty had learned how to write a 
nonnonnonnon----chronological reportchronological reportchronological reportchronological report nothing could stop him. 

He wanted his robot friends at 
home to know all about the 
strange planet, Earth, and the 
creatures that lived there.
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Dusty

Dusty decided that it was time to send a report to 
his friends in the space craft factory.

There were lots of things he could write about but 
Pod told him to choose just one thing. 

What could he choose to write about?What could he choose to write about?What could he choose to write about?What could he choose to write about?
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Dusty

Dusty had heard about a small creature called a 
barn owlbarn owlbarn owlbarn owl. He decided to do some research and 
make notes ……………..

What can I 
find out 

about barn 
owls?
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Barn Owls have 
very long legs, 
toes and talons 
to help them to 

catch prey 
hidden under 
long grass.A wild Barn Owl usually eats about 

4 small mammals every night.

Barn owls have a distinctive 
heart-shaped face. Their 
wings are light brown with 

white feathers underneath.

Barn owls are 
nocturnal which 

means they sleep 
during the day 

and hunt for food 
at night.
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Barn Owls are birds of prey. They hunt and catch small 
mammals such as field voles and mice. 
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Barn owls are very good hunters. 
They have very sensitive hearing 
and can see anything that moves 

even when there is very little light.

Barn Owls eat 
their prey whole 

but cannot 
digest fur or 
bone. This is 

regurgitated in 
the form of a 

pellet.

Barn owls hunt wherever there is most food for them to 
catch. This is usually over rough grassland.
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Barn owls live for around four 
years, some live longer but most 

barn owls die very young.

Starvation because of lack of food, 
especially in winter, is the main 

cause of death.

Barn Owls often die because they have 
been hit by vehicles. Some fly into 
overhead wires or drown in cattle 

troughs. Others die because they have 
eaten poisoned prey. 
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Dusty decided he was going to write a report 
about barn owlsbarn owlsbarn owlsbarn owls because he had found out that 
they were endangeredendangeredendangeredendangered.

The Barn Owl

Endangered: an 
animal or plant that 
has become, or is 

becoming, very rare 
and could be in 

danger of dying out 
completely.
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Pod asked Dusty what he needed to remember 
when he was writing his report. 

How will I know 
if I’ve written a 

successful 
report?

What did Dusty remember?
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The Barn Owl

He knew what he needed………

I need a title
that says what 
my report is 

about.
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I need an 
introduction.

The Barn Owl

Most barn owls are nocturnal which means 
that they hunt at night. They have a 
distinctive heart-shaped face and the 
sound they make is a screech. Pairs of 
barn owls stay together for life in an 
area that covers one or two miles. They 
are found throughout the UK. They nest 
mainly in buildings and hollow trees.
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Then he remembered what to do next …………. 

The Barn Owl

Most barn owls are nocturnal which means that 
they hunt at night. They have a distinctive 
heart-shaped face and the sound they make is a 
screech. Pairs of barn owls stay together for 
life in an area that covers one or two miles. 
They are found throughout the UK. They nest 
mainly in buildings and hollow trees.

I must think of 
what kind of 
information I 

want my friends 
to read..

Feeding Breeding
Dangers
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Then he remembered he needed to separate his 
information and use subsubsubsub----headingsheadingsheadingsheadings to say what each 
part of his writing was about.

The Barn Owl

Most barn owls are nocturnal which means that they 
hunt at night. They have a distinctive heart-shaped face 
and the sound they make is a screech. Pairs of barn owls 
stay together for life in an area that covers one or two 
miles. They are found throughout the UK. They nest 
mainly in buildings and hollow trees.

Feeding

Feeding
Barn owls feed on small mammals such as 
voles, shrews and mice that live in rough 
grassland. They will also eat small birds and 
frogs. They often swallow their food whole. 
The remains of their meals, including bones, 
teeth, feathers and fur are regurgitated as 
small black pellets.
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Now he needed his second subsubsubsub----headingheadingheadingheading to 
introduce the next part of his writing.

Breeding

The Barn Owl

Most barn owls are nocturnal which means that they hunt at night. 
They have a distinctive heart-shaped face and the sound they make 
is a screech. Pairs of barn owls stay together for life in an area 
that covers one or two miles. They are found throughout the UK. 
They nest mainly in buildings and hollow trees.

Feeding
Barn owls feed on small mammals such as voles, shrews and mice 
that live in rough grassland. They will also eat small birds and frogs. 
They often swallow their food whole. The remains of their meals,
including bones, teeth, feathers and fur are regurgitated as small 
black pellets.

Breeding
Their nesting period lasts from May to 
September, during which time the female lays 
between three and seven eggs. Not all the eggs 
are laid on the same day so when the young hatch 
they appear on different days too. When there’s 
not enough food the youngest owlets often die.
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The Barn Owl

Most barn owls are nocturnal which means that they hunt at 
night. They have a distinctive heart-shaped face and the 
sound they make is a screech. Pairs of barn owls stay 
together for life in an area that covers one or two miles. 
They are found throughout the UK. They nest mainly in 
buildings and hollow trees.

Feeding
Barn owls feed on small mammals such as voles, shrews and 
mice that live in rough grassland. They will also eat small 
birds and frogs. They often swallow their food whole. The 
remains of their meals, including bones, teeth, feathers and 
fur are regurgitated as small black pellets.

Breeding
Their nesting period lasts from May to September, during 
which time the female lays between three and seven eggs. 
Not all the eggs are laid on the same day so when the young 
hatch they appear on different days too. When there’s not 
enough food the youngest owlets often die.

Dangers

Dangers
Barn owls are in danger. The number of barn owls in the wild has
fallen. This is mainly because old farm buildings have been demolished 
or made into homes for people. Many old trees have been cut down or 
lost in storms. Farming has also destroyed the long grass in which 
barn owls hunt for food. Thousands of barn owls are killed on the 
roads each year as they fly low to hunt over grassy roadsides. Owls 
can also die after eating prey that has been contaminated with 
poisons such as rat poison meant to get rid of rats. Humans have
enormous effects on the places that animals live. Landowners and
farmers are being asked to help barn owls survive by keeping rough 
grassland so that barn owls can find food.

Now he needed his 
final sub-heading 
to introduce the 
next part of his 
writing.
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Dusty thought 
he’d finished his 
report but 
decided to 
check it first to 
see if he needed 
to change it. 

What do you 
think?

The Barn Owl

Most barn owls are nocturnal which means that they hunt at night. They 
have a distinctive heart-shaped face and the sound they make is a 
screech. Pairs of barn owls stay together for life in an area that covers 
one or two miles. They are found throughout the UK. They nest mainly in 
buildings and hollow trees.

Feeding
Barn owls feed on small mammals such as voles, shrews and mice that live 
in rough grassland. They will also eat small birds and frogs. They often 
swallow their food whole. The remains of their meals, including bones, 
teeth, feathers and fur are regurgitated as small black pellets.

Breeding
Their nesting period lasts from May to September, during which time the 
female lays between three and seven eggs. Not all the eggs are laid on the 
same day so when the young hatch they appear on different days too. 
When there’s not enough food the youngest owlets often die.

Dangers
Barn owls are in danger. The number of barn owls in the wild has fallen. 
This is mainly because old farm buildings have been demolished or made 
into homes for people. Many old trees have been cut down or lost in 
storms. Farming has also destroyed the long grass in which barn owls hunt 
for food. Thousands of barn owls are killed on the roads each year as they 
fly low to hunt over grassy roadsides. Owls can also die after eating prey 
that has been contaminated with poisons such as rat poison meant to get 
rid of rats. Humans have enormous effects on the places that animals live. 
Landowners and farmers are being asked to help barn owls survive by 
keeping rough grassland so that barn owls can find food.
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