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Dusty

Now that Dusty had learned how to write a 
nonnonnonnon----chronological reportchronological reportchronological reportchronological report nothing could stop him. 

He wanted his robot friends at 
home to know all about the 
strange planet, Earth, and the 
creatures that lived there.
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Dusty

Dusty decided that it was time to send a report to 
his friends in the space craft factory.

There were lots of things he could write about but 
Pod told him to choose just one thing. 

What could he choose to write about?What could he choose to write about?What could he choose to write about?What could he choose to write about?
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Dusty

Dusty had heard about a small creature called a 
squirrelsquirrelsquirrelsquirrel. He decided to do some research and make 
notes ……………..

What can I 
find out 
about 

squirrels?
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Red Squirrel

Grey Squirrel

There are two 
completely different 

kinds of squirrels.

Red and grey squirrels 
look different.
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A fully grown grey squirrel 
can weigh almost twice as 

much as a red squirrel.

Grey squirrels 
have a grey coat 

with white 
undersides, 

though the coat 
colour can also be 

quite brown. 
They are up to 

30cm long with a 
bushy tail almost 
as long as their 
body. Their hind 
legs are bigger 

and more 
powerful than 
the front legs.
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Red squirrels are easily 
recognised by their red 
fur, ear tufts and long, 

fluffy tails.

Red squirrels have 
small ear tufts that 

develop into large tufts 
in winter.
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Squirrels 
collect nuts and 
seeds and bury 
them in many 
hiding places 
around the 
woodland. 

Grey squirrels are 
happy to forage for 
food on the ground, 

whereas red 
squirrels spend most 
of their lives high up 

in conifer trees.

Many of the nuts 
that were buried 
by squirrels will 
remain uneaten 
each year. The 

forgotten seeds 
and nuts can then 
begin to grow into 

new trees  
throughout the 

woodland.

They have a  very good  
sense of smell, which 

helps them to find their 
secret stores even weeks 

or months later. 

SAMPLE SLIDE
www.ks1resources.co.uk

Squirrels don’t 
hibernate. 

In the autumn 
they’ll spend 
their time 

collecting food 
for the winter 
when they’ll be 
less active but 
they’ll still be 

awake.

Squirrels hold food in their front paws
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While grey squirrels like 
acorns, the favourite food of 
red squirrels are the seeds 

inside pinecones.

Red squirrels bite the scales off the cones to 
get at the seeds. The ground under a pine tree 
may be littered with chewed cones and scales.

acorns
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Squirrels build a large, untidy looking nest called a drey, in the treetops 
or hollow tree trunks. The drey is usually lined with moss, thistledown, 

dried grass, and feathers.

In spring, squirrels 
usually have two or 
three babies, called 

kittens, but they 
often have a second 
litter in the summer.

Baby squirrels are 
born blind and without 

fur.

SAMPLE SLIDE
www.ks1resources.co.uk

Now that he’d done his research, he decided he 
was going to write a report about squirrelssquirrelssquirrelssquirrels because 
he had found out that red squirrels are 
endangeredendangeredendangeredendangered.

The Red Squirrel

Endangered: an 
animal or plant that 
has become, or is 

becoming, very rare 
and could be in 

danger of dying out 
completely.
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Pod asked Dusty what he needed to remember 
when he was writing his report. 

How will I know 
if I’ve written a 

successful 
report?

What did Dusty remember?
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The Trouble with Squirrels

He knew what he needed………

I need a title
that says what 
my report is 

about.
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I need an 
introduction.

The Trouble with Squirrels

Two different types of squirrel live in 
the UK – red squirrels and grey squirrels. 
Red squirrels have lived in the UK for 
thousands of years whereas grey 
squirrels were introduced into the UK 
from America in 1876. Grey squirrels are 
the type of squirrels that are seen most 
often. They are commonly seen in 
woodland areas, parks and gardens. 
However, red squirrels are very hard to 
find.
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Then he remembered what to do next …………. 

The Trouble with Squirrels

Two different types of squirrel live in the UK –
red squirrels and grey squirrels. Red squirrels 
have lived in the UK for thousands of years 
whereas grey squirrels were introduced into the 
UK from America in 1876. Grey squirrels are the 
type of squirrels that are seen most often. They 
are commonly seen in woodland areas, parks and 
gardens. However, red squirrels are very hard to 
find.

I must think of 
what kind of 
information I 

want my friends 
to read..

Differences
Squirrel 
Families Dangers
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Then he remembered he needed to separate his 
information and use subsubsubsub----headingsheadingsheadingsheadings to say what each 
part of his writing was about.

The Trouble with Squirrels

Two different types of squirrel live in the UK – red squirrels and 
grey squirrels. Red squirrels have lived in the UK for thousands
of years whereas grey squirrels were introduced into the UK 
from America in 1876. Grey squirrels are the type of squirrels 
that are seen most often. They are commonly seen in woodland 
areas, parks and gardens. However, red squirrels are very hard 
to find.

Differences

Differences
Red squirrels have red or red-brown fur and 
small ear tufts that become larger in winter. 
They spend their time high up in tall trees and 
even when they are there, are often hard to 
see. Grey squirrels are bigger and stronger than 
red squirrels. They have a grey coat, though 
their coat colour can also be quite brown. Unlike 
the red squirrel, they don’t have ear tufts. Both 
red and grey squirrels have a long bushy tail.
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Now he needed his second subsubsubsub----headingheadingheadingheading to 
introduce the next part of his writing.

Squirrel 
Families

The Trouble with Squirrels

Two different types of squirrel live in the UK – red squirrels and 
grey squirrels. Red squirrels have lived in the UK for thousands of 
years whereas grey squirrels were introduced into the UK from 
America in 1876. Grey squirrels are the type of squirrels that are 
seen most often. They are commonly seen in woodland areas, parks
and gardens. However, red squirrels are very hard to find.

Differences
Red squirrels have red or red-brown fur and small ear tufts that 
become larger in winter. They spend their time high up in tall trees 
and even when they are there, are often hard to see. Grey squirrels 
are bigger and stronger than red squirrels. They have a grey coat, 
though their coat colour can also be quite brown. Unlike the red
squirrel, they don’t have ear tufts. Both red and grey squirrels have 
a long bushy tail.

Squirrel Families
Squirrels live high in trees in a nest made from twigs, leaves and 
moss. This is called a drey. The drey may be in a hole in the tree or 
set against the trunk and branches. Their young are called kittens 
and they are born with no hair, no teeth and their eyes closed. By the 
time they are seven weeks old they look like their parents and are 
ready to leave the drey.
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The Trouble with Squirrels

Two different types of squirrel live in the UK – red squirrels 
and grey squirrels. Red squirrels have lived in the UK for 
thousands of years whereas grey squirrels were introduced 
into the UK from America in 1876. Grey squirrels are the 
type of squirrels that are seen most often. They are 
commonly seen in woodland areas, parks and gardens. 
However, red squirrels are very hard to find.

Differences
Red squirrels have red or red-brown fur and small ear tufts 
that become larger in winter. They spend their time high up 
in tall trees and even when they are there, are often hard to 
see. Grey squirrels are bigger and stronger than red 
squirrels. They have a grey coat, though their coat colour 
can also be quite brown. Unlike the red squirrel, they don’t 
have ear tufts. Both red and grey squirrels have a long bushy 
tail.

Squirrel Families
Squirrels live high in trees in a nest made from twigs, leaves 
and moss. This is called a drey. The drey may be in a hole in 
the tree or set against the trunk and branches. Their young 
are called kittens and they are born with no hair, no teeth 
and their eyes closed. By the time they are seven weeks old 
they look like their parents and are ready to leave the drey.

Dangers

Dangers
Red squirrels are common in Scotland but in England, Wales and Northern Ireland red 
squirrels are endangered. Red squirrels find it much harder to survive than grey squirrels. 
The grey squirrel is the main reason for this. Grey squirrels are bigger and stronger and 
compete with red squirrels for food and shelter. There are many more grey squirrels than 
red squirrels and they take most of the food available,  Grey squirrels also carry the 
squirrelpox virus. This virus doesn’t affect grey squirrels but it quickly kills red squirrels. 
In order to save red squirrels they must be kept apart from grey squirrels as the two 
species cannot live together in the same area.

Now he needed his final 
sub-heading to introduce 
the next part of his 
writing. SAMPLE SLIDE
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Dusty 
thought 
he’d 
finished his 
report but 
decided to 
check it 
first to see 
if he 
needed to 
change it. 

What do 
you think?

The Trouble with Squirrels

Two different types of squirrel live in the UK – red squirrels and grey squirrels. 
Red squirrels have lived in the UK for thousands of years whereas grey squirrels 
were introduced into the UK from America in 1876. Grey squirrels are the type of 
squirrels that are seen most often. They are commonly seen in woodland areas, 
parks and gardens. However, red squirrels are very hard to find.

Differences
Red squirrels have red or red-brown fur and small ear tufts that become larger in 
winter. They spend their time high up in tall trees and even when they are there, 
are often hard to see. Grey squirrels are bigger and stronger than red squirrels. 
They have a grey coat, though their coat colour can also be quite brown. Unlike the 
red squirrel, they don’t have ear tufts. Both red and grey squirrels have a long 
bushy tail.

Squirrel Families
Squirrels live high in trees in a nest made from twigs, leaves and moss. This is 
called a drey. The drey may be in a hole in the tree or set against the trunk and 
branches. Their young are called kittens and they are born with no hair, no teeth 
and their eyes closed. By the time they are seven weeks old they look like their 
parents and are ready to leave the drey.

Dangers
Red squirrels are common in Scotland but in England, Wales and Northern Ireland 
red squirrels are endangered. Red squirrels find it much harder to survive than 
grey squirrels. The grey squirrel is the main reason for this. Grey squirrels are 
bigger and stronger and compete with red squirrels for food and shelter. There 
are many more grey squirrels than red squirrels and they take most of the food 
available,  Grey squirrels also carry the squirrelpox virus. This virus doesn’t affect 
grey squirrels but it quickly kills red squirrels. In order to save red squirrels they 
must be kept apart from grey squirrels as the two species cannot live together in 
the same area.
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