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Dusty

Now that Dusty had learned how to write a 
nonnonnonnon----chronological reportchronological reportchronological reportchronological report nothing could stop him. 

He wanted his robot friends at 
home to know all about the 
strange planet, Earth, and the 
creatures that lived there.
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Dusty

Dusty decided that it was time to send a report to 
his friends in the space craft factory.

There were lots of things he could write about but 
Pod told him to choose just one thing. 

What could he choose to write about?What could he choose to write about?What could he choose to write about?What could he choose to write about?
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Dusty

Dusty had heard about a character in a children’s 
story book called The Wind in the WillowsThe Wind in the WillowsThe Wind in the WillowsThe Wind in the Willows.

Ratty was not a rat at all, he 
was actually a small creature 
called a water volewater volewater volewater vole. 

The character was 
called RattyRattyRattyRatty.
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Dusty

What can I 
find out 

about water 
voles?

Dusty wanted to find out more about these 
creatures so he decided to do some research and 
make notes about real water voleswater voleswater voleswater voles ……SAMPLE SLIDE
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The water vole is found throughout England, Scotland and Wales.

It has red-brown fur, a 
blunt nose and small 
ears that are almost 

hidden in the fur.

Water voles have flaps over their 
ears to keep the water out when 

they are swimming.
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Voles dig burrows in the banks of rivers, streams and ditches.

Voles live in colonies which means that 
several water voles live in the same 

burrows and tunnels.

They make tunnels 
and sleeping chambers 
at different levels in 
the steepest parts of 
the bank and usually 

have underwater 
entrances to give 

them a safe way to 
escape if danger 

threatens. 
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There are about 5 young in a litter. The babies are born below 
ground in a nest made from grasses and rushes. Although they are
blind and hairless at birth, young water voles grow quickly and are 

independent after 14 days.

They eat most plants that grow at the 
water’s edge but sometimes they will also 
eat fruits, bulbs, twigs, buds and roots.

Voles like to sit and eat 
next to their burrows.

Water voles usually have 
3 or 4 litters a year, 

depending on the 
weather. In mild springs 
the first babies can be 
born in March or April 
however, cold weather 
can mean babies aren’t 
born until the summer.
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Water voles are 
mostly active 

during the day, 
sitting on their 

hind feet 
gnawing at grass 

stalks which 
they hold in 
their front 

paws. 

If they are 
disturbed they dive 
into the water and 

swim away.

Water voles don’t hibernate but they do spend more time in their 
burrows during the winter months.
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Water voles only live for about 5 months in the wild. They are most 
at risk from predators such as mink and stoats, though herons, 

barn owls, brown rats and pike are also known to hunt and eat them.

American mink were released 
from fur farms and have had a 

terrible effect on the vole 
population.

90%

This diagram shows how 
much water voles have 

declined over the years.

90% of water voles have 
been lost.
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The Water Vole 
is Britain's 

fastest 
disappearing wild 
mammal and has 

disappeared 
from many parts 
of the country 
where it was 
once common.

Water voles 
are 

threatened 
by the loss 

of their 
usual 

habitat, but 
also 

threatened 
by the 

American 
mink which 

was brought 
to Britain in 
the 1920s.

Wildlife Trusts are working hard to save the Water Vole by improving 
riverbank habitats, controlling the number of mink and helping to 

reintroduce more water voles that have been bred in captivity to the 
riverbanks.

A female mink can fit into a water vole’s burrow and 
kill all the voles living there.
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Now that he’d done his research, he decided he 
was going to write a report about water voleswater voleswater voleswater voles
because he had found out that they are 
endangeredendangeredendangeredendangered.

Water Vole

Endangered: an 
animal or plant that 
has become, or is 

becoming, very rare 
and could be in 

danger of dying out 
completely.
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Pod asked Dusty what he needed to remember 
when he was writing his report. 

How will I know 
if I’ve written a 

successful 
report?

What did Dusty remember?
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Have you seen a water vole?

He knew what he needed………

I need a title
that says what 
my report is 

about.
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I need an 
introduction.

Have you seen a water vole?

Water voles are small creatures that are found 
throughout England, Scotland and Wales. They 
are sometimes mistaken for brown rats, which 
can be found in the same habitat. Water voles 
have red-brown fur, a blunt nose and small ears 
that are almost hidden in the fur. Their ears 
have flaps over them to keep the water out 
when they are swimming.
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Then he remembered what to do next …………. 

Have you seen a water vole?
I must think of 

what kind of 
information I 

want my friends 
to read..

Habitat
Feeding 
Habits In Danger!

Water voles are small creatures that are found 
throughout England, Scotland and Wales. They are 
sometimes mistaken for brown rats, which can be found 
in the same habitat. Water voles have red-brown fur, 
a blunt nose and small ears that are almost hidden in the 
fur. Their ears have flaps over them to keep the water 
out when they are swimming.
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Then he remembered he needed to separate his 
information and use subsubsubsub----headingsheadingsheadingsheadings to say what each 
part of his writing was about.

Have you seen a water vole?

Two different types of squirrel live in the UK – red squirrels and 
grey squirrels. Red squirrels have lived in the UK for thousands
of years whereas grey squirrels were introduced into the UK 
from America in 1876. Grey squirrels are the type of squirrels 
that are seen most often. They are commonly seen in woodland 
areas, parks and gardens. However, red squirrels are very hard 
to find.

Habitat

Habitat
Water voles live beside rivers, canals, streams, 
ponds, lakes and marshes where they dig 
burrows in the muddy banks. Several water voles 
live together in colonies. They make tunnels and 
sleeping chambers at different levels in the 
steepest parts of the bank and usually have 
underwater entrances to give them a safe way 
to escape if danger threatens. 
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Now he needed his second subsubsubsub----headingheadingheadingheading to 
introduce the next part of his writing.

Feeding 
Habits

Have you seen a water vole?

Water voles are small creatures that are found throughout 
England, Scotland and Wales. They are sometimes mistaken for 
brown rats, which can be found in the same habitat. Water voles 
have red-brown fur, a blunt nose and small ears that are almost 
hidden in the fur. Their ears have flaps over them to keep the 
water out when they are swimming.

Habitat
Water voles live beside rivers, canals, streams, ponds, lakes and 
marshes where they dig burrows in the muddy banks. Several 
water voles live together in colonies. They make tunnels and 
sleeping chambers at different levels in the steepest parts of the 
bank and usually have underwater entrances to give them a safe 
way to escape if danger threatens. 

Feeding Habits
Water voles mainly eat grasses and waterside plants 
but sometimes eat twigs, buds, bulbs, roots and fallen 
fruit. They are mostly active during the day, sitting on 
their hind feet near their burrows gnawing at grass 
stalks which they hold in their front paws. If they are 
disturbed they dive into the water and swim away.
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In Danger!

Now he needed his final 
sub-heading to introduce 
the next part of his 
writing.

Have you seen a water vole?

Water voles are small creatures that are found throughout 
England, Scotland and Wales. They are sometimes mistaken for 
brown rats, which can be found in the same habitat. Water voles 
have red-brown fur, a blunt nose and small ears that are almost 
hidden in the fur. Their ears have flaps over them to keep the 
water out when they are swimming.

Habitat
Water voles live beside rivers, canals, streams, ponds, lakes and 
marshes where they dig burrows in the muddy banks. Several 
water voles live together in colonies. They make tunnels and 
sleeping chambers at different levels in the steepest parts of the 
bank and usually have underwater entrances to give them a safe 
way to escape if danger threatens. 

Feeding Habits
Water voles mainly eat grasses and waterside plants but 
sometimes eat twigs, buds, bulbs, roots and fallen fruit. They are 
mostly active during the day, sitting on their hind feet near to
their burrows gnawing at grass stalks which they hold in their 
front paws. If they are disturbed they dive into the water and 
swim away.In danger!

Water voles only live for about 5 months in the wild. They are most at risk from 
predators such as mink and stoats, though herons, barn owls, brown rats and pike 
are also known to hunt and eat them. American mink were released from fur 
farms around twenty years ago and have had a terrible effect on the vole 
population. Water voles used to be common but now, nine out of every ten water 
voles have died out so they have become endangered.
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Dusty thought he’d finished his report but decided to 
check it first to see if he needed to change it.

Have you seen a water vole?

Water voles are small creatures that are found throughout England, Scotland and 
Wales. They are sometimes mistaken for brown rats, which can be found in the same 
habitat. Water voles have red-brown fur, a blunt nose and small ears that are almost 
hidden in the fur. Their ears have flaps over them to keep the water out when they 
are swimming.

Habitat
Water voles live beside rivers, canals, streams, ponds, lakes and marshes where they 
dig burrows in the muddy banks. Several water voles live together in colonies. They 
make tunnels and sleeping chambers at different levels in the steepest parts of the 
bank and usually have underwater entrances to give them a safe way to escape if 
danger threatens. 

Feeding Habits
Water voles mainly eat grasses and waterside plants but sometimes eat twigs, buds, 
bulbs, roots and fallen fruit. They are mostly active during the day, sitting on their 
hind feet near their burrows gnawing at grass stalks which they hold in their front 
paws. If they are disturbed they dive into the water and swim away.

In danger!
Water voles only live for about 5 months in the wild. They are most at risk from 
predators such as mink and stoats, though herons, barn owls, brown rats and pike are 
also known to hunt and eat them. American mink were released from fur farms around 
twenty years ago and have had a terrible effect on the vole population. Water voles 
used to be common but now, nine out of every ten water voles have died out so they 
have become endangered.

Title

introduction

Sub-heading

paragraph

Sub-heading

Sub-heading

Final paragraph

paragraph

What do you think? Has he remembered everything?
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Have you seen a water vole?

Water voles are small creatures that are found throughout England, Scotland and 
Wales. They are sometimes mistaken for brown rats, which can be found in the same 
habitat. Water voles have red-brown fur, a blunt nose and small ears that are almost 
hidden in the fur. Their ears have flaps over them to keep the water out when they 
are swimming.

Habitat
Water voles live beside rivers, canals, streams, ponds, lakes and marshes where they 
dig burrows in the muddy banks. Several water voles live together in colonies. They 
make tunnels and sleeping chambers at different levels in the steepest parts of the 
bank and usually have underwater entrances to give them a safe way to escape if 
danger threatens. 

Feeding Habits
Water voles mainly eat grasses and waterside plants but sometimes eat twigs, buds, 
bulbs, roots and fallen fruit. They are mostly active during the day, sitting on their 
hind feet near their burrows gnawing at grass stalks which they hold in their front 
paws. If they are disturbed they dive into the water and swim away.

In danger!
Water voles only live for about 5 months in the wild. They are most at risk from 
predators such as mink and stoats, though herons, barn owls, brown rats and pike 
are also known to hunt and eat them. American mink were released from fur farms 
around twenty years ago and have had a terrible effect on the vole population. 
Water voles used to be common but now, nine out of every ten water voles have died 
out so they have become endangered.
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