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An information booklet for my friends

Dusty decided to use 
his report to make an 
information booklet. 
Click on the arrows to 
begin reading.

Most of the time we can see 
animals all around us. Some 
animals, such as cats and 
dogs, are frequently seen 
because they are common.
There are others that we 
don’t see very often at all.

Some animals are endangeredendangeredendangeredendangered
which means that there are 
so few of their kind left that 
they are in danger of dying 
out completely. When this 
happens, the animals become 
extinctextinctextinctextinct. 

Extinct means an animal 
hasn’t been seen in the wild 
for over 50 years. Millions of 
years ago dinosaurs roamed 
the Earth but they all died 
out and became extinct. 

Dinosaurs have not lived on 
Earth for a very long time!
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HedgehogsHedgehogsHedgehogsHedgehogs

Today there are still some 
wild animals that are in 
danger of becoming extinct. 
Hedgehogs are just one 
example of an endangered 
wild animal. Fifty years ago 
there were more than 35 
million hedgehogs in the 
British countryside. Now 
there are less than one million 
hedgehogs in Britain.

Hedgehogs were once commonly 
seen in gardens and parkland.

Hedgehogs are small, spiky little creatures 
that rest during the day and hunt for food 

at night.
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Barn OwlsBarn OwlsBarn OwlsBarn Owls

Barn Owls are birds of 
prey. They are nocturnal 
which means that they 
sleep during the day, and 
hunt for small mammals 
such as field voles and mice 
at night.

Barn owls have 
wings that are 

light brown 
with white 
feathers 

underneath.

Barn owls have a distinctive heart-shaped face.

Like a lot of endangered 
wildlife, barn owls have 
suffered from a loss of habitat 
leading to a scarcity of prey 
and a loss of suitable nesting 
sites.
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Red SquirrelsRed SquirrelsRed SquirrelsRed Squirrels

There are two different 
types of squirrel – the grey 
squirrel and the red 
squirrel. Red squirrels find it 
much harder to survive 
than grey squirrels. The 
grey squirrel is the main 
reason for this. Grey 
squirrels are bigger and 
stronger and compete with 
red squirrels for food and 
shelter. 

Grey squirrels 
also carry the 
squirrelpox
virus. 

grey squirrel

Squirrelpox doesn’t affect grey 
squirrels but it quickly kills red 
squirrels.

red squirrel
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Water VoleWater VoleWater VoleWater Vole Water voles are 
mostly active 

during the day, 
sitting on their 
hind feet near 
their burrows 

gnawing at grass 
stalks which 
they hold in 

their front paws.

Water voles live beside rivers, 
canals, streams, ponds, lakes 
and marshes where they dig 
burrows in the muddy banks. 
They are small, furry 
creatures that are sometimes 
mistaken for brown rats 
which can be found in the 
same watery habitat. Water 
voles used to be common but 
now, nine out of every ten 
water voles have died out so 
they have become 
endangered.

Water voles only live for about 
5 months in the wild. They are 
most at risk from predators 
such as mink and stoats, 
though herons, barn owls. 
brown rats and pike are also 
known to hunt and eat them.
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Protecting Endangered Protecting Endangered Protecting Endangered Protecting Endangered 
WildlifeWildlifeWildlifeWildlife

Our world needs many 
different animals and plants, 
and different types of 
habitats for them and us to 
live in. 

One of the greatest threats 
that faces many animals is 
the widespread destruction 
of their habitat. Scientists 
believe that the best way to 
protect endangered species 
is to protect the special 
places where they live. 

What 
creatures 
might live 

here?

Bees need 
protection.
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Thousands of animals and 
plants are in danger because 
people cut down forests and 
drain wetlands to farm or 
build on land where these 
creatures live. People change 
the environment so much that 
it’s hard for plants and 
animals to survive and they 
can’t survive once their 
habitat is lost.

Pollution and rubbish have a 
terrible effect on wildlife.

Pollution is a 
serious 
threat. 
It damages 
oceans, rivers 
and forests.
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Everything we do in our 
day-to-day lives can have an 
impact on nature – from the 
food we eat to the energy 
we use – everyone has a role 
to play in saving wildlife and 
it’s more important than 
ever that everyone does 
their bit.

You can help by learning 
about endangered species in 
your area and by making 
your garden wildlife 
friendly……

and not 
spreading 

litter!

Supermarkets 
are doing their 

bit by not 
selling so many 
plastic bags.
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